America & World War I
I.  The United States Tries to Maintain Neutrality!


- Unrestricted Submarine Warfare:



Lusitania, Sunk May 7, 1915        128 Americans Killed



Arabic, Incident Aug. 1915          2 More Americans Killed  



Sussex, March, 1916   Wilson threatens to cut off relations with
                                                               Germany.   Result= Sussex Pledge

                                                                                                  “give due warning”


- Economic Links to Britain & France:



Between 1914 and 1917 US trade with the Allies quadrupled



Trade with Germany virtually vanished.  Loans of $ 3 billion to

  

the Allies.    “British Propaganda”


- Zimmermann Telegram:



March 1, 1917 Shocking News!  British intercepted a Telegram to 

   

Mexico from German foreign minister Arthur Zimmermann… if


Mexico ally with Germany, they will recover losses in Mexican War!




“Aroused American Anger”


- Russian Revolution March 15, 1917 and renewed Sub attacks!!!  The last 


  straw for Wilson, re- elected in 1916 on the slogan “ He kept us out of the War!”


- April 2, 1917 President Wilson asked Congress for a Declaration of War



       “The World Must Be Made Safe for Democracy”

II. America at War: 1917-1918!


- Mobilizing Industry and Labor:


War Industries Board- set production priorities  Bernard Baruch



Food Administration- “eat less meat and bread” Herbert Hoover



Fuel Administration- save coal, “daylight savings time”



National War Labor Board- wages rose, 8 hour work day



Finance- raise taxes and buy “Liberty Bonds”  $ 33 billion raised.


- Public Opinion and Civil Liberties:



Peace Movements before the War generally were silent



Committee on Public Information- led by George Creel “propaganda”



American Protective League- “Hate the Hun” program



Espionage Act of 1917 and Sedition Act of 1918-  




Espionage Act provided 20 years in prison for persons who 



incite rebellion and interfere with the draft.




Sedition Act prohibited anyone from making “disloyal” or 

                                    “abusive” remarks about the US government.



2000 people imprisoned, including Eugene V. Debs socialist.



“Schenk v. United States”-Supreme Court upheld the Espionage



Act.


- Armed Forces:



-Selective Service Act of 1917- The draft.  Draftees provided over



 half the total of 4.7 million Americans that served in WWI



- Almost 400,000 African Americans served= Segregated!


-Effect of the War at Home:



More jobs for women



Great Migration to the North by African and Mexican Americans



WWI had stopped immigration to the US.   Jobs!

III. Fighting the War!


- The American Expeditionary Force led by General John J Pershing arrives


   in France by late Summer 1917.  The idealism of the American troops and 


   the public are demonstrated in the George Cohen tune “Over There”.


- America arrives in the Nick of Time!  First Troops are used to fill gaps in 


  Allied lines.  Americans distinguished themselves at such places as



Belleau Wood, Chateau Thierry, Meuse-Argonne, St. Mihiel.


- With the German offensive halted and successful counter offensive by the 


  Allies…Armistice is signed Nov. 11th, 1918 at 11:00 A.M.  The War is Over!

